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Grants

Chafee Independent Program Education Training Voucher
Eligibility: Kentucky student between 18 and 21 who left state foster care at or after age 18 or who was adopted from 

state foster care at or after age 16. Student must be in good standing, either part-time or full-time, in a postsecondary 
program or be making satisfactory progress toward completion of a job training program. Can be used for any 
expenses directly related to an educational or job training program not covered by other resources.

Award: Up to $5,000 per year
Application: Chafee Independence Program, 275 East Main Street, Mail Stop 3E-D, Frankfort, KY 40621, call 

502.564.2147 or 800.232.5437 or e-mail chafee.ILP@ky.gov. Application deadlines: fall semester, July 1; spring 
semester, December 1.

  College Access Program (CAP) Grant
Eligibility: Financially needy undergraduate Kentucky resident enrolled in an eligible school for at least six semester 

hours or equivalent quarter hours in an eligible course of study.
Award: Up to $1,900 per year for full-time students. Part-time students receive $79 per credit hour or $53 per quarter 

hour. (CAP Grants are funded by Kentucky Lottery revenue.)
Application: FAFSA

Federal Pell Grant
Eligibility: Undergraduate who holds no bachelor’s, first professional or higher degree, has need and is a U.S. citizen 

or eligible noncitizen enrolled in an eligible school. Students in a postbaccalaureate teacher program may also be 
eligible.

Award: Up to $5,550 per year
Application: FAFSA

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant
Eligibility: Undergraduate who holds no bachelor’s, first professional or higher degree, has exceptional need and is a 

U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen enrolled in an eligible school.
Award: Up to $4,000 per year
Application: FAFSA. Deadline set by the school.

Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant
Eligibility: Student who is not Pell-eligible; whose parent or guardian died as a result of military service in Iraq or 

Afghanistan after September 11, 2001; and who, at the time of parent’s or guardian’s death, was less than 24 years old 
or was enrolled at least part-time at an institution of higher education.

Award: Up to $5,550 per year
Application: FAFSA

 Kentucky Tuition Grant (KTG)
Eligibility: Financially needy Kentucky resident enrolled full-time at an eligible Kentucky private college.
Award: Up to $2,964 per year (KTG awards are funded by Kentucky Lottery revenue.)
Application: FAFSA

This section lists the major state and federal student aid programs available to Kentuckians. The application for 
many of these is the FAFSA. Some programs may have changed since Getting In went to press. For the most up-to-
date information, check with your school counselor or a financial aid officer at the school you plan to attend. For more 
information about KHEAA programs, call 800.928.8926 or visit www.kheaa.com. KHEAA awards millions of dollars 
each year to thousands of Kentucky students.
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Vocational Rehabilitation Assistance

Eligibility: Must have a physical or mental condition 
that creates a substantial obstacle to employment. 
Must be able to benefit from vocational rehabilitation 
in terms of preparing for, finding and keeping a job. 
Must show academic aptitude and financial need, and 
meet order of selection criteria.

Award: Partial payment of tuition and other services 
Application: Write to the Kentucky Office of Vocational 

Rehabilitation, 275 East Main Street, Mail Drop 2-EK, 
Frankfort, KY 40621; call 800.372.7172; or visit 
http://ovr.ky.gov/.

Scholarships

Commonwealth Scholars Program
Eligibility: Academically talented Kentucky students 

attending Kentucky’s public colleges and universities. 
Eligibility requirements set by each school.

Awards: Varies
Application: Contact the school you plan to attend. 

 Early Childhood Development Scholarship
Eligibility: Kentucky resident and U.S. citizen, 

national or permanent resident working at least 20 
hours weekly in a participating early childhood 
facility or regularly providing approved professional 
development training. Must pursue an approved early 
childhood program and not enroll in more than 9 credit 
hours per term. Anyone with access to professional 
development funds from other educational programs 
(such as Head Start) is not eligible. Recipient cannot 
have any unpaid financial obligations to KHEAA or 
any other Title IV program and must agree to a service 
commitment.

Award: Tuition, not to exceed $1,800 per award year 
(July 1–June 30).

Application: FAFSA and the Early Childhood 
Development Scholarship application. The application 
can be found under Zip Access on www.kheaa.com. 
Application deadlines: fall, July 15; spring, November 
15; summer, April 15. 

  Kentucky Educational Excellence
Scholarship (KEES)

Eligibility: 
Kentucky 
resident who 
earns at least a 
2.5 GPA at the 
end of a high 
school year in 
an approved 
curriculum, 
plans to attend 
a participating 
college and is not a convicted felon. Students 
pursuing a degree in a program not available in 
Kentucky may be able to use a KEES award to attend 
an out-of-state college if approved for participation 
in the Academic Common Market. Students who 
maintain Kentucky residency while in an approved 
foreign educational exchange program or the U.S. 
Congressional Page School or whose parents maintain 
Kentucky residency while in the U.S. armed forces 
can also earn KEES awards.

Award: Students at certified high schools earn 
scholarships based on their GPA for each year of high 
school. Bonus awards may be earned by scoring well 
on ACT or SAT exams prior to graduation. 

	
	

Students who are eligible for free or reduced-price 
lunches during any year of high school may earn 
additional KEES by making qualifying scores 
on Advanced Placement (AP) or International 

	  	 Base
	  GPA	 Amount

	 2.50	 $125
	 2.60	 150
	 2.70	 175
	 2.75	 187
	 2.80	 200
	 2.90	 225
	 3.00	 250
	 3.10	 275
	 3.20	 300
	 3.25	 312
	 3.30	 325
	 3.40	 350
	 3.50	 375
	 3.60	 400
	 3.70	 425
	 3.75	 437
	 3.80	 450
	 3.90	 475
	 4.00	 500

	 ACT	 Bonus
	 Score 	 Amount
		   
	 15	 $ 36
	 16	 71
	 17	 107
	 18	 143
	 19	 179
	 20	 214
	 21	 250
	 22	 286
	 23	 321
	 24	 357
	 25	 393
	 26	 428
	 27	 464
	 28 or above	 500

		

KEES Award Amounts

Amounts are subject to 
change based on funding.

http://ovr.ky.gov
http://kbn.ky.gov/education/nisf/
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Baccalaureate (IB) exams. The chart below shows the 
amounts that will be awarded for each score. There is 
no limit to the number of bonus awards a student can 
receive. 

	 Graduates of non-certified high schools and GED 
graduates earn awards based on ACT composite 
score. (KEES awards are funded by Kentucky Lottery 
revenue.)

Application: None 

 Mary Jo Young Scholarship
Eligibility: Must be a student at a state-certified high 

school enrolled in dual credit courses at a Kentucky 
college or taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
through the Kentucky Virtual High School; be a 
legal resident of Kentucky; have passed prerequisite 
courses or demonstrate competency in prerequisite 
content; and submit verification of status from a 
school official. Priority given to low-income students.

Award: Up to $405 for one course or $810 for two 
courses, plus reimbursement of textbook cost up to 
$125 for one course or $250 for two courses.

Application: Available at www.kheaa.com. Application 
period is March 1–May 1.

Contact: KHEAA at 800.928.8926

Waivers

For more information, visit the Legislative Research 
Commission’s website, www.lrc.state.ky.us. In this 
section “school” includes state-supported colleges, 
universities and vocational schools.

Adopted and Foster Children
Eligibility: KRS 164—Must be a Kentucky student 

whose family receives state-funded adoption 
assistance under KRS 199.555, who is currently 
placed in foster care by the Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services or the Department of Juvenile 
Justice, who is in an independent living program 
funded by the cabinet, who was in the custody of the 
cabinet or the Department of Juvenile Justice before 
being adopted by a family that resides in Kentucky 
or who was in the custody of the Cabinet for Health 
and Family Services on his or her 18th birthday. 
Must enter college or vocational school no more 
than four years after graduating from high school. 
Available to part-time and full-time undergraduate 
students. Out-of-state students meeting eligibility 
requirements at time of application to a Kentucky 
school may apply for a waiver of up to the cost of 
in-state tuition.

Award: Up to tuition and mandatory student fee 
waiver at any public postsecondary school for up to 
five years if satisfactory progress is maintained. 

Application: Financial aid office or Chafee 
Independence Program, 275 East Main Street, 3E-D, 
Frankfort, KY 40621, telephone 800.232.5437 or 
e-mail chafee.ILP@ky.gov. Application deadlines: 
fall, July 1; spring, December 1.

Dependents of Deceased Employees Participating 
in State-Administered Retirement Systems 

Eligibility: KRS 164.2841—Must be the child or 
nonremarried spouse of an employee participating 
in a state-administered retirement system who died 
of a duty-related injury. Must provide proof of 
relationship and proof that the death/disability was 
duty related.

Advanced Placement International Baccalaureate

Exam 
Score

Bonus 
Amount

Exam 
Score

Bonus 
Amount

3 $200 5 $200

4 $250 6 $250

5 $300 7 $300

http://www.kheaa.com
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us
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Award: Waiver of any enrollment or tuition fees at 

state-supported school.
Application: Financial aid office

Dependents of Disabled Employees Participating in 
State-Administered Retirement Systems

Eligibility: KRS 164.2842—Must be the spouse or the 
child (over age 17 and under age 23) of an employee 
participating in a state-administered retirement 
system who was disabled due to a duty-related injury. 
Must provide proof of relationship and proof that the 
disability was duty related.

Award: Waiver of any enrollment or tuition fees at 
state-supported school for no more than 36 months.

Application: Financial aid office

Dependents of Deceased or Disabled Kentucky Law
Enforcement Officers and Firefighters

Eligibility: KRS 164.2841— Must be the child 
or nonremarried spouse of someone who was a 
Kentucky resident on becoming a law enforcement 
officer, firefighter or volunteer firefighter and who 
was killed while in active service or training for 
active service or who died as a result of a service-
connected disability after June 30, 1989; be enrolled 
in a state-supported school; and provide proof of 
relationship to the deceased and the circumstances of 
death.

Award: Full tuition and enrollment fees. Can be used in 
addition to other scholarships. Any balance left may 
be applied toward incidental expenses and/or may be 
returned to the recipient.

Eligibility: KRS 164.2842—Must be the spouse, 
regardless of age, and child (over age 17 and under 
age 23) of a permanently and totally disabled law 
enforcement officer, firefighter or volunteer firefighter 
injured while in active service or in training for active 
service while a resident of Kentucky, regardless 
of when the disability occurred. Must be enrolled 
in a state-supported school and provide proof of 
relationship and the qualifying disability.

Award: Full tuition and enrollment fees for up to 36 
months.

Application: Contact financial aid office; write to the 
Kentucky Fire Commission, 300 North Main Street, 
Versailles, KY 40383; or call 800.782.6823. 

Dependents of Deceased or Totally 
Disabled Kentucky Veterans

Eligibility: KRS 164.505—Must be the child, stepchild 
or nonremarried spouse of a service member who was 
a Kentucky resident when he or she entered military 
service and who was killed while in service or died of 
a service-connected disability. Student must provide 
documentation of relationship to parent or spouse 
as well as documentation showing the parent’s or 
spouse’s military service and cause of death. If the 
student also receives a scholarship payable to the 
school, the scholarship must be applied to incidental 
expenses and any balance returned to the student if 
the terms of the scholarship allow.

	      KRS 164.507—Must be the child or stepchild 
under the age of 26 or the nonremarried spouse of a 
deceased veteran who was a resident of Kentucky or 
married to a resident of Kentucky at the time of death 
and who served in the U.S. Armed Forces during a 
national emergency, war declared by Congress or 
action of the United Nations or who was killed on 
active duty or died of a service-connected disability 
acquired while on active duty. Student must provide 
documentation of relationship to parent or spouse 
as well as documentation showing the parent’s or 
spouse’s military service and cause of death. A 
stepchild must have been a member of the veteran’s 
household when the veteran died. If the student also 
receives a scholarship payable to the school, the 
scholarship must be applied to incidental expenses 
and any balance returned to the student if the terms 
of the scholarship allow.

	      KRS 164.512—Must be the disabled child of a 
veteran who acquired the disability as a direct result 
of the veteran’s service. To be entitled to benefits 
under this section, the child claiming benefits must 
have acquired a disability determined by the U.S. 
Veterans Administration as compensable. Must 
document the parent-child relationship. To entitle a 
child to benefit under this section, the member of the 
National Guard or Reserve must have served on state 
active duty, active duty for training or inactive duty 
training or the veteran must have served on active 
duty with the Armed Forces of the United States, 
and the discharge must have been under honorable 
conditions. The veteran must be a resident or, if 
deceased, must have been a resident of Kentucky.

	      KRS 164.515—Must be the child or stepchild 
under the age of 26 or the spouse of a permanently 
and totally disabled member of the Kentucky 
National Guard or Reserve injured while on state 
active duty, active duty for training or inactive duty 
training; or a permanently and totally disabled war 
veteran; or a 100% service-connected disabled 
veteran regardless of wartime service; or prisoner 
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of war or member of the Armed Services declared 
missing in action. A living veteran must be rated 
permanently and totally disabled for pension purposes 
or 100 percent disabled for compensation purposes by 
the U.S. Veterans Administration or the Department of 
Defense. If the veteran is deceased, the claim is based 
on the rating held by the veteran at the time of death. 
If a prisoner of war or missing in action, the veteran 
must have been declared as such by the Department 
of Defense. Members of the Kentucky National Guard 
must be rated permanently and totally disabled as 
provided in KRS Chapter 342. Must document the 
parent’s, stepparent’s, or spouse’s service and rating.

Award: Tuition waiver at any state-supported school.
Application: Contact the Veterans Affairs Office 

of the school you plan to attend; write to Tuition 
Waiver Coordinator,  Kentucky Department of 
Veterans Affairs, 321 West Main Street, Suite 390, 
Louisville, KY 40202; call 502.595.4447 or toll free 
800.928.4012.

Conversion Scholarships/Loans

   Coal County Scholarship Program 
for Pharmacy Students 

Eligibility: Kentucky resident who plans to pursue a 
career as a pharmacist a in coal–producing county 
in the state. Must be enrolled or accepted for 
enrollment at an accredited school of pharmacy in 
Kentucky. Preference given to a student who resides 
in a Kentucky coal–producing county. Recipient 
must agree to work one year as a full–time, licensed 
pharmacist in a Kentucky coal–producing county for 
each year the scholarship is awarded. A recipient who 
does not fulfill the service requirement must repay the 
scholarship plus 6% interest.

Award: The scholarship amount cannot be more than 
the difference charged for in-state tuition at the 
University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy and the 
tuition charged at the school the scholarship recipient 
attends.

Application: Available at www.kheaa.com. Application 
period is January 1–May 1. For more information, call 
800.928.8926. 

Environmental and Public Protection
Cabinet Scholarship

Eligibility: Student enrolled in a Kentucky university at 
the junior, senior or postgraduate level and pursuing a 
course of study of critical need to the Department for 
Environmental Protection. Must work full-time for the 
department after completing the degree.

Award: Varies

Application: Write to the Kentucky Water 
Resources Research Institute, University of 
Kentucky, 233 Mining and Minerals Building, 
Rose Street, Lexington, KY 40506-0107 or call 
859.257.1299. Application deadline, February 15. 
For more information, contact the Department for 
Environmental Protection, 300 Fair Oaks Lane, 
Frankfort, KY 40601.

Federal TEACH Grant
Eligibility: Undergraduate, postbaccalaureate or 

graduate student in a teacher education program. 
Must have at least a 3.25 GPA or score above the 
75th percentile on an undergraduate or graduate 
admissions test. A graduate student must be a teacher 
or a retiree from another occupation with expertise in 
a field with a shortage of teachers or complete a high-
quality alternative certification. Must teach full-time 
for four years in a high-need field in an elementary 
or secondary school that serves low-income students. 
Teaching service must be completed within eight 
years of completing the teacher education program. If 
a recipient does not fulfill the teaching requirement, 
the grant converts to an unsubsidized Stafford Loan. 

Award: Undergraduate/postbaccalaureate, up to 
$16,000 ($4,000 a year); graduate, up to $8,000.

Application: FAFSA and a service agreement that 
includes a promise to repay the grant if the recipient 
fails to complete the service obligation.

Kentucky Nursing Incentive Scholarship
Eligibility: Kentucky resident admitted to an approved 

nursing program who agrees to work full-time as a 
nurse in Kentucky one year for each year funded. 
For prelicensure nursing programs, students must 
complete at least 15 credit hours per academic 
year of published nursing program requirements. 
For the graduate nursing program, students must 
complete at least 9 credit hours per academic year 
of published nursing program requirements. Must 
keep a minimum GPA to continue in the program. 
Scholarship must be repaid if program or work 
requirement is not met.

http://www.kheaa.com
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Award: Varies
Application: Write Richelle Livers, Kentucky Board 

of Nursing, 312 Whittington Parkway, Suite 300, 
Louisville, KY 40222-5172; e-mail richeller.livers@
ky.gov; or print from http://kbn.ky.gov/education/
nisf/. Applications must be postmarked January 1 to 
June 1.

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Civil 
Engineering Scholarship

Eligibility: Kentucky 
resident or high 
school graduate 
with a minimum 
ACT of 24 who 
plans to attend 
the University of 
Kentucky, University 
of Louisville, 
Kentucky State 
University, Western 
Kentucky University 
or any KCTCS school. Must pursue a degree in civil 
engineering and agree to work for the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet upon graduation, one year for 
each year on scholarship.

Award: Semester stipends (freshmen/sophomores, 
$5,300 gross; juniors/seniors, $5,700 gross) and 
possible summer employment.

Application: School’s engineering or pre-engineering 
department, http://transportation.ky.gov/Education/
Pages/Scholarships.aspx or Ramona Brock, Office 
of Human Resource Management, Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet, 200 Mero Street, Frankfort, 
KY 40622, 502.564.4610 or ramona.brock@ky.gov. 
Application deadline is March 1.

  Minority Educator Recruitment 
and Retention (MERR) Scholarship

Eligibility: Kentucky resident who is a member of an 
ethnic minority as defined by the federal government, 
maintains a 2.5 GPA, declares teacher education as the 
major area of study and is a full-time undergraduate 
or graduate pursuing an initial teaching certificate. A 
recipient who does not fulfill requirements must repay 
the scholarship plus 6 percent interest. 

Award: Up to $5,000 per year 
Application: Write to Monica Davis, Division of Next 

Generation Professionals, Kentucky Department of 
Education, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 40601; 
call 502.564.1479; or contact a MERR Scholarship 
Coordinator at any of the state-supported universities 
in Kentucky. Deadline set by the school.

  Osteopathic Medicine Scholarship
Eligibility:	 Kentucky resident accepted into the 

Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine. A 
recipient who does not fulfill requirements must 
repay the scholarship plus 6 percent interest. 

Award:	 Equal to the difference between the average 
amount charged for in-state tuition at the state 
medical schools and that charged at Kentucky 
College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Application:	 Write to Teresa Jones, Financial Aid, 
Kentucky College School of Osteopathic Medicine, 
147 Sycamore Street, Pikeville, KY 41501 or call 
606.218.5400. Application deadline is July 1.

Loans

Federal Perkins Loan
Eligibility: Student who has exceptional financial need 

and is a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen enrolled at 
an eligible school pursuing a degree or certificate.

Award: Up to $5,500 per year for undergraduates, 
$8,000 for graduate students. The maximum 
cumulative undergraduate amount is $27,500 
($11,000 for students who are not yet juniors). 
Graduate students can get up to another $32,500 for a 
maximum of $60,000.

Application: FAFSA. Deadline set by the school.

  Federal Stafford Loan
Eligibility: U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen enrolled 

or accepted for enrollment at least half-time in an 
eligible certificate or degree program at an eligible 
school. Student must show financial need for a 
subsidized loan but not for an unsubsidized loan. 

Award: The Stafford Loan amount for an academic 
period cannot exceed the cost of attendance (as 
determined by the school) minus the student’s 
estimated financial assistance and, if the loan is 
subsidized, EFC. The amount can’t exceed the loan 
limits for an academic year based on the student’s 
dependency status and grade level. The interest rate 
on Stafford Loans is 6.8 percent. Undergraduate 
students may be eligible for both subsidized 
and unsubsidized Stafford Loans.  Graduate and 
professional students may only receive unsubsidized 
Stafford Loans. The government pays the interest on 
a subsidized loan until you begin repayment. You can 
pay the interest on an unsubsidized loan while you 
are in school or have it added to the principal.

http://kbn.ky.gov/education/nisf/
http://kbn.ky.gov/education/nisf/
http://transportation.ky.gov/Education/Pages/Scholarships.aspx
http://transportation.ky.gov/Education/Pages/Scholarships.aspx
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  Loan limits when Getting In went to press were:

First Year	 $5,500	 $ 9,500
Second Year	 $6,500  	 $10,500
Each Remaining Year of 	
Undergraduate Study	 $7,500  	 $12,500
Each Year of Graduate/	
Professional Study	 N/A	 $20,500

	 Grade Level	 Dependent 	 Independent 
		  Status	 Status

Application: FAFSA and the Federal Stafford Loan 
Master Promissory Note (MPN). Contact the schools 
to which you are applying to see if they prefer an 
electronic or paper MPN. 

  Federal PLUS Loan
Eligibility: Any parent or stepparent of a dependent 

undergraduate student enrolled or accepted for 
enrollment at least half-time in an eligible program at 
an eligible school. Graduate and professional students 
may also borrow PLUS Loans.

Award: The maximum amount equals the cost of 
education minus other financial aid received. The 
interest rate is fixed at 7.9 percent.

Application: FAFSA and PLUS Loan application. For 
a PLUS Loan application, contact the financial aid 
office at the school you plan to attend. 

Nursing Student Loan
Eligibility: U.S. citizen, permanent resident or eligible 

non-citizen enrolled at least half-time in a nursing 
program at a participating school and having financial 
need.

Award: Varies by school based on need, year of 
enrollment and available funds; 5 percent interest rate. 

Application: Financial aid office. For more information, 
visit http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/loans/
nursing.html

Work-Study

Federal Work-Study
Eligibility: Student who has need and is a U.S. citizen 

or eligible noncitizen enrolled in an eligible school 
pursuing a degree or certificate.

Award: Student must be paid at least the current 
federal minimum wage. Maximum earnings cannot 
exceed total cost of education minus other financial 
aid received.

Application: FAFSA. Deadline set by the school.

  KHEAA Work-Study
Eligibility: Kentucky resident attending a participating 

school at least half-time. The employment 
must be career related, and priority is given to 
undergraduates.

Award: Student must be paid at least the current 
federal minimum wage. Maximum earnings cannot 
exceed total cost of education minus other financial 
aid received. 

Application: Contact the financial aid office at the 
school you attend.

Military Benefits

Most branches of the military offer some type of tuition 
assistance that lets active duty members take courses 
at civilian colleges during their off-duty hours. In 
addition, military training while on active duty can 
sometimes count toward college credit. After they 
finish active duty, veterans can take advantage of 
the Montgomery GI Bill to attend college. Local 
Armed Forces recruiting offices can provide detailed 
information about educational opportunities through the 
military.

Kentucky Air National Guard Education Assistance
Eligibility: High school graduate or GED holder and 

member of the Kentucky Air National Guard.
Award: The Montgomery GI Bill gives students up 

to $337 each month for up to 36 months toward an 
undergraduate degree. The Montgomery GI Bill 
Kicker offers an additional $350 each month for 
selected critical career fields and is also paid for up to 
36 months. Students receive credit for their military 
schooling, which is transferable to many colleges 
in Kentucky. Kentucky Air Guard membership 
offers up to a 100 percent tuition award program to 
all Kentucky state-supported schools (if funds are 
available).

Application: Call the Kentucky Air National 
Guard Representative at 502.413.4604 or toll free 
800.892.6722.

http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/loans/nursing.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/loans/nursing.html
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Kentucky Army National Guard Federal 

Tuition Assistance
Eligibility: Must be an active member of the Army 

National Guard, be in satisfactory standing with unit, 
and attend a nationally or regionally accredited school 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. 
Federal tuition assistance may be used to achieve the 
first associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s or professional 
degree. Cannot pursue a lower or lateral level degree. 

Award: Tuition up to $250 per semester hour not to 
exceed a cap of $4,500 per fiscal year. 

Application: Must apply online at https://minuteman.
ngb.army.mil/benefits. 

Kentucky National Guard Montgomery GI Bill
Eligibility: Guard member with six-year obligation 

who is a high school graduate or GED holder and 
completes basic and advanced individual training for 
GI Bill 1606. Must have at least 90 days in support of 
contingency operations for GI Bill 1607. Must have at 
least 90 days in support of Title 10 or approved Title 
32 Duty for GI Bill 33.

Award: Students receive up to $337 each month for 
full-time enrollment in a Veterans Administration-
approved vo-tech, undergraduate or graduate program 
for up to 36 months. 

Application: Contact Department of Veteran Affairs, 
phone 888-442-4551 or www.GIBILL.va.gov.

Kentucky National Guard Montgomery GI Bill Kicker
Eligibility: Newly enlisted member with no prior 

service, current member with three years of service, 
or active-duty member who joins the Guard within 
30 days of discharge and enlists or extends in a 
qualifying unit for at least 6 years qualify for the 
reserve component Montgomery GI Bill. 

Award: Up to $200 each month as a full-time student 
enrolled in a program approved for VA benefits; $350 
each month is available for soldiers participating in 
an officer- commissioning program such as ROTC or 
OCS. All soldiers must meet eligibility in their unit, 
MOS and ASVAB scores.

Application: Contact Unit Readiness NCO or local KY 
National Guard Recruiter

Kentucky National Guard Tuition Award
Eligibility: Active member of the Kentucky National 

Guard. Member must maintain all minimum 
standards, be eligible for all positive personnel actions 
and have completed basic training or its equivalent. 

Award: Up to the in-state tuition at any Kentucky 
public university, college or technical school based 
on availability of funds. 

Application: https://ky.ngb.army.mil/tuitionstudent/
frmLogin.aspx or by e-mail ky-KG-DCSPERED@
ng.army.mil

Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) 
Scholarships

Air Force ROTC
Eligibility: High school 

senior or graduate. 
Students pursuing 
technical degrees 
are targeted. Based 
on individual merit, 
not need. Four-year 
scholarships may be 
lengthened to five years 
in certain academic 
majors and programs. 
The Air Force also offers 
scholarships to students 
already in college. These 
scholarships cover one to three years of a bachelor’s 
degree program.

Award: Varies
Application: Contact the Department of Aerospace 

Studies at your school. For further information, call 
866.4AFROTC; write to HQ AFROTC/DOR, 551 
East Maxwell Boulevard, Maxwell AFB, AL 36112-
6106; or visit www.afrotc.com.

Army ROTC
Eligibility: Entering freshman who has a minimum 

920 SAT or 19 ACT composite score; has minimum 
high school GPA of 2.5; participates in leadership, 
extracurricular and athletic activities.

Award: Full tuition and on-campus education fees; an 
additional $1,200 yearly allowance for textbooks, 
supplies and equipment and up to $5,000 per year in 
spending money.

Application: Contact the Military Science Department 
of your school; call toll free 1800.750.ROTC (7682); 
or visit www.goarmy.com/rotc.

https://minuteman.ngb.army.mil/benefits
https://minuteman.ngb.army.mil/benefits
http://www.GIBILL.va.gov
https://ky.ngb.army.mil/tuitionstudent/frmLogin.aspx
https://ky.ngb.army.mil/tuitionstudent/frmLogin.aspx
www.afrotc.com.
http://www.goarmy.com/rotc
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Naval ROTC
Four-Year Scholarship
Eligibility: Must be U.S. 

citizen at least 17 years 
of age by September 
1 of the year starting 
college and less than 23 
on December 31 of that 
year. Applicants with 
previous active duty 
service may be eligible 
for age waivers. The 
minimum SAT scores 
for the Navy option are 
520 math and 530 critical reading. The minimum ACT 
scores are 21 math and 22 English. If an applicant 
is in the top 10% of his/her high school graduating 
class, the SAT/ACT can be below the above stated 
minimum. The minimum SAT scores for Marine 
option is a composite score of 1000. The minimum 
ACT scores for Marine option are a composite score 
of 22. Must meet physical requirements. 

Award: Tuition, fees, book allowance, uniforms and 
a $250 monthly allowance with increasing amounts 
yearly.

Application: Contact your local Navy Recruiter; call 
1.800.USA.NAVY or 1.800.NAV.ROTC; e-mail 

	 PNSC_NROTC.scholarship@navy.mil; or visit 
	 https://www.nrotc.navy.mil. Deadline is January 31.

Two-Year Scholarship
Eligibility: Must be a U.S. citizen at least 17 years of 

age and under 27 years of age on December 31 of the 
year an applicant expects to graduate and complete 
NROTC training requirements. Applicants with prior 
active duty service may be eligible for a waiver. 
Must be a college sophomore with a minimum GPA 
of 2.5. One year (two semesters or three quarters) of 
differential and integral calculus of one real variable 
with grades of C or better is required (pre-calculus 
does not meet this requirement). Must meet physical 
requirements for the NROTC Program (physical 
required). 

Award: Tuition, fees, book allowance, uniforms and 
$350 monthly allowance in the junior year, increasing 
to $400 in the senior year.

Application: Contact nearest NROTC unit or call 1.800.
NAV.ROTC, ext. 2-9380, 2-9381 or 2.9563. Deadline 
is March 15 of the sophomore year of college.

National Service

AmeriCorps
Eligibility: U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien age 

18 or older who performs national community service 
before, during or after college.

Award: Up to $5,550 for each year of service (up to two 
awards) to pay current or future education expenses 
or repay federal student loans. If the member is 55 
years or older, the award can be transferred to a child 
or grandchild. Must be used within seven years.

Application: Contact the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, 1201 New York Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20525; call toll free 800.942.2677; 
or apply online at http://www.americorps.gov/.

Qualified State Tuition Programs

      Kentucky Education Savings 
Plan Trust 

Description: Helps families save for children’s higher 
education. Deposits can be as small as $15 if made 
through payroll deduction, and the Trust offers 
investment options designed to help families meet 
future higher education costs. Account earnings are 
exempt from Kentucky taxes, and any withdrawal 
used for qualified college expenses is free of federal 
income taxes. Account savings can be used at any 
qualified college in the nation, including vocational 
and technical schools, to pay for tuition, fees, books, 
supplies and certain room and board costs. 

Information: For more information, call toll free 877.
KY TRUST (877.598.7878) or visit www.kysaves.
com.

https://www.nrotc.navy.mil
http://www.americorps.gov/
http://www.kysaves.com
http://www.kysaves.com

